
DOMESTIC RELATIONS FINANCIAL AFFIDAVIT

The Domestic Relations Financial Affidavit may be the most important and useful tool for both you and us as we proceed with this matter.  In all cases involving Support, either Child Support or Alimony or both, it is required that you submit this Affidavit to the Court.  The Court must know the incomes, assets and reasonable monthly expenses of both parties before determining an appropriate order for support.  In your case, even if there is no contested trial and the case is resolved by Agreement or Consent Order, we still need for you to prepare and sign a financial Affidavit with this same information -- assets, income, needs, expenses and debts.  A thorough evaluation of these items will help us know what kind of settlement would be fair, adequate, and reasonable for you.  

Your figures for expenses need to be good-faith estimates.  Use averages whenever possible for greater accuracy.  If you realize that you have made an error, let us know immediately and we will make the corrections on your Affidavit.  Your estimate should be based on the reasonable and accustomed standard of living for you and the children.  When in doubt, be conservative in your estimates.  Remember that you do not need to have bills and receipts for every item, but it helps if you have reviewed such things as charge card statements and check stubs before you start work on your Affidavit.  Try to have a good, solid basis or reason for every figure you put down on paper.  You should not be surprised if your “expenses” totals at the end are greater than your income from all sources.  This happens often and there is usually a good explanation.  

Finally, please ask us if you have any questions.  You may call us while you are completing the form or you may want to make notes to yourself to ask us certain questions when you return for our final review of the Affidavit.


*********************


Specific Instructions

*********************

The following is general information meant to apply to those items which may seem confusing.

- SUMMARY OF AFFIANT'S INCOME AND NEEDS
This section summarizes all of the figures taken from the remainder of the Affidavit.  Do not fill out this section until you have completed the remaining portions of the Affidavit.  You will come back to this section after you have completed everything else.  In fact, you might leave this blank until after you meet with us or speak with us.

- AFFIANT'S GROSS MONTHLY INCOME
Fill in dollar amounts on all areas where you receive income.  Then total at the bottom of the page to show your total gross monthly income.  Where indicated, list your State and Federal taxes and FICA which is deducted from your gross pay and show this on the Affidavit.  Use your most current pay stub to calculate these figures.  In addition, list any other expenses that are paid for you by your employer.  If necessary, attach an additional sheet.

- ASSETS
Please use your best estimate.  Where you really are not certain, place an asterisk at the end of the figure and then at the bottom, put the work estimated as a footnote.  Non-marital assets are those assets which a party has received through gifts or inheritance or were owned by the party during the course of the marriage, regardless of in whose names the assets are held.  Most assets should be listed under the value portion of the Affidavit.  If you have additional non-marital assets, put that party's portion under the appropriate heading for Husband and Wife.  If you are not certain as to the value, put an asterisk after the amount you list and put at the bottom by the side of the asterisk, “estimated.”

- AVERAGE MONTHLY EXPENSES
All items in this section are average and estimated amounts, calculated on a monthly basis.  Round off all figures to the nearest dollar.  Most categories are self-explanatory.  Some additional detail regarding specific categories are listed below for your assistance:

- PROPERTY TAXES:  Include this only if the amount is not included your mortgage payment.

- INSURANCE:  This is insurance on the house or on the contents of your apartment.  Include this only if this is a separate amount from your mortgage or rent payments.
- UTILITIES:  Please take the average of all utility expenses for the past 12 months.  

- MEALS OUTSIDE THE HOME:  Remember that meals outside the home do not include school lunches since there is a separate category for this.

- AUTOMOBILE:  Note that there is no line here for car payment.  That expense should be shown in the last expense section under payments to creditors.  

- CHILDREN'S EXPENSES:  This applies only to children who are under the age of eighteen (18) or have not graduated high school and are still under twenty (20) years of age.  If you provide support for a college-age child, that should go under Miscellaneous or Other.  With regard to medical, dental and prescription expenses, be sure you show only those amounts not covered or reimbursed by any health insurance policy, including any deductible amounts.  If you have planned expenses that have not yet begun, such as orthodontic work, please indicate those expenses where applicable and simply indicate the beginning date.  Non-prescription medication should probably be included under either the category “grocery” or “other” under the household expenses.

- OTHER INSURANCE:  Enter your insurance costs here even if they are deducted from your paycheck.  Health insurance is the cost to you per month.  

- PAYMENT TO CREDITORS:  List here all expenses which were not listed anywhere else.  Do not, for example, list a mortgage or a rent payment as this amount is shown under the first entry for household expenses.  However, car payments, other loans, other expenses not itemized elsewhere should be listed here.  The total for household expenses and payments to creditors should be totaled and entered under the section, total monthly expenses.

- SUMMARY OF AFFIANT'S INCOME AND NEEDS
Now you are ready to go back and complete the summary statements at the beginning of the Affidavit.

We hope that you are now able to complete the Affidavit accurately.  Please remember that this Affidavit is made by you under oath; you are swearing to tell the truth based on the information contained in the Affidavit.  The Judge will no doubt set spousal and child support (if applicable) to be either received by you or paid by you based on this Affidavit.  Please do your homework, review your canceled checks and records, and make every effort to make this document as accurate as possible.  Again, if you have any questions, please give us a call.

